Parashat Lech Lecha: The Covenant of the Pieces
Rabbi Vanessa Harper

Focus text:

Genesis 15

(1) Some time later; the word of the Eternal came
to Avram in a vision: “Fear not, Avram, I am a
shield to you; Your reward shall be very great.”
(2) But Avram said, “O lord God, what can You
give me, seeing that I shall die childless, and the
one in charge of my household is Dammesek
Eliezer!”

(3) Avram said further, “Since You have granted
me no offspring, my steward will be my heir”

(4) The word of the Eternal came to him in reply,
“That one shall not be your heir; none but your
very own issue shall be your heir” (5) [Then in the
vision, God] took him outside and said, “Look
toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able
to count them”—continuing, “So shall your
offspring be.” (6) And he put his trust in God, who
reckoned it to his merit.

(7) Then [God] said to him, “I am the Eternal who
brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to
assign this land to you as a possession.”

(8) And he said, “O lord God, how shall I know
that I am to possess it?”

(9) Came the reply, “Bring Me a three-year-old
heifer, a three-year-old she-goat, a three-year-old
ram, a turtledove, and a young bird.”

(10) He brought all these and cut them in two,
placing each half opposite the other; but he did
not cut up the bird. (11) Birds of prey came down
upon the carcasses, and Avram drove them away.
(12) As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep fell
upon Avram, and a great dark dread descended
upon him. (13) And [God] said to Avram, “Know
well that your offspring shall be strangers in a
land not theirs, and they shall be enslaved and
oppressed four hundred years; (14) but I will
execute judgment on the nation they shall serve,
and in the end they shall go free with great
wealth. (15) As for you, You shall go to your
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ancestors in peace; You shall be buried at a ripe
old age. (16) And they shall return here in the
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites
is not yet complete.” (17) When the sun set and it
was very dark, there appeared a smoking oven,
and a flaming torch which passed between those
pieces.

(18) On that day God made a covenant with
Avram: “To your offspring I assign this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates— (19) the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the
Kadmonites, (20) the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Rephaim, (21) the Amorites, the Canaanites, the
Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”
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Support text 1:

Genesis 2:18-22

God said, “It is not good for the Human to be
alone; I will make a fitting counterpart for it.”
(19) And God formed out of the earth all the
wild beasts and all the birds of the sky, and
brought them to the Human to see what it
would call them; and whatever the Human
called each living creature, that would be its
name. (20) And the Human gave names to all
the cattle and to the birds of the sky and to all
the wild beasts; but no fitting counterpart for a
human being was found. (21) So God cast a
deep sleep upon the Human; and, while it slept,
[God] took one of its sides and closed up the
flesh at that site. (22) And God fashioned the
side that had been taken from the Human into a
woman, bringing her to the Human
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Support text 2:

Rashi on Genesis 15:10:2

qna X% Moxn nxy BUT THE BIRDS SPLIT HE NOT
— Because other nations are compared to bulls,
rams and goats, as it is said (Psalms 22:13)
“Many bulls have encompassed me”, and it says,
(Daniel 8:20) “The ram which thou saw having
two horns, they are the kings of Media and
Persia” and it further says, (Daniel 8:21) “And
the rough he-goat is the king of Greece” — and
[srael is compared to young doves, as it is
written, (Song 2:14) “O my dove that art in the
clefts of the rock” — he therefore divided the
animals indicating that other nations will
gradually perish, but “the birds split he not”,

suggesting thereby that Israel will live forever
(Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer 28).
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Support text 3:

Daniel 8:16-26

(16) I heard a human voice from the middle of Ulai
calling out, “Gabriel, make that man understand
the vision.” (17) He came near to where I was
standing, and as he came [ was terrified, and fell
prostrate. He said to me, “Understand, O mortal,
that the vision refers to the time of the end.” (18)
When he spoke with me, I was overcome by a deep
sleep as I lay prostrate on the ground. Then he
touched me and made me stand up, (19) and said,
“I am going to inform you of what will happen
when wrath is at an end, for [it refers] to the time
appointed for the end. (20) “The two-horned ram
that you saw [signifies] the kings of Media and
Persia; (21) and the buck, the he-goat—the king of
Greece; and the large horn on his forehead, that is
the first king. (22) One was broken and four came
in its stead—that [means]: four kingdoms will
arise out of a nation, but without its power. (23)
When their kingdoms are at an end, when the
measure of transgression has been filled, then a
king will arise, impudent and versed in intrigue.
(24) He will have great strength, but not through
his own strength. He will be extraordinarily
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of chiefs, but will be broken, not by [human]

destructive; he will prosper in what he does, and
destroy the mighty and the people of holy ones.
(25) By his cunning, he will use deceit successfully.
He will make great plans, will destroy many, taking
them unawares, and will rise up against the chief

hands. (26) What was said in the vision about
evenings and mornings is true. Now you keep the
vision a secret, for it pertains to far-off days.”
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Support text 4:

Pesikta DeRav Kahana 5:2

... Four [miraculous] things were shown by
the Holy One to Avraham Avinu: Torah,
sacrifices, Gehinom, and kingdoms. Torah,
in the flaming torch; sacrifices, "bring for
me a three-year-old heifer;" Gehinom, the
smoking oven; kingdoms, "and there was a
great dark dread." The Holy One said to
Avraham Avinu, "all the time that your
offspring engage in the first two will protect
them from the second two."
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