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Israel/History: Israeli & Zionist History Lesson 1 - What Is 
Zionism? 
 
Graffiti Board Activity 
• On a whiteboard, place the word “Zionism” in the center 
• Have students write their word associations to “Zionism”  

o They should all share 
o It’s okay if they use the same words 

• Discuss similarities or differences, common phrases, surprises, words that stand 
out  

 
Quotes Activity 
 
• Using the different quotes below (can be placed around the room or on a 

Jamboard/Padlet) have students comment, or sticker/dot which quotes the most 
resonate with  

• Discuss:  
o Which quotes stood out?  
o Had any of them heard these before?  

 
Setting the Tone: Overview 
 
• Use this video from UnPacked Education: 

https://unpacked.education/video/what-is-zionism/  
o About 10 minutes 

• The term “Zionism” was coined in 1890 by Nathan Birnbaum.  
• Its general definition means the national movement for the return of the Jewish 

people to their homeland and the resumption of Jewish sovereignty in the Land 
of Israel 

 
Herzl: The Man, The Myth, the Legend 

• Ask: 
o Do any students know who he was?  
o Why are we speaking about him?  
o Any specific quotes?  

• Here is a brief video with quick facts:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1l4Lej2mTw  

 
Different Streams of Zionism: Think Pair (Group) Share 
• To take a deeper dive into the different streams of Zionism, split students up to 

do a brief dive into one of the four streams of Zionism in the graphic below 
• Have them be able to explain their stream in a few sentences 
• Come back to the whole class and have 1 member from each group explain what 

they learned  
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• Transition into how the Balfour Declaration set forth “The Dream” into reality  
o Find the Balfour Declaration here:   

https://israeled.org/balfour-declaration/  
• Discussion: November 2nd, 1917 

o How could a very short, 67-word letter change the course of history? 
o Why do you think it was so important that the British government 

supported the establishment of “a Jewish national home in Palestine”? 
o What’s the difference between a "national home" and a state? 
o How do you think Lord Balfour came about writing this letter?  

• What would this look like in a tweet?  
o Have each student create their own and share 

• Take a moment to wrap up 
o Ask the students to do a quick whip around and share something new 

they learned or a question they still have 

 
Resources 
 
Quotes for Activities 
 
ALBERT EINSTEIN (Physics Nobel Prize Laureate) 
"Zionism springs from an even deeper motive than Jewish suffering. It is rooted in a 
Jewish spiritual tradition whose maintenance and development are for Jews the 
basis of their continued existence as a community." 
Manchester Guardian, 1929 
 
GOLDA MEIR (Israeli Prime Minister) 
"There is no Zionism except the rescue of Jews." 
Quoted in Golda Meir (1969), 1943 
 
A.B. Yehoshua wrote, “A Zionist is a person who accepts the principle that the State 
of Israel doesn’t belong solely to its citizens, but to the entire Jewish people.”  
 
Links 
 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/zionism 
 
Further Readings or if More Time Allows 
 
https://www.theicenter.org/voice/100-years-later-herzl%E2%80%99s-message-
remains-universal-unlikeliest-places 
Article on Chicago’s South Side School named after Herzl 
 
Take a listen to “The Israel Story” Podcast on 48 Herzl Street: 
https://israelstory.org/transcript-herzl-48-live/ 
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Learning Outcomes:  
 
At the conclusion of the lesson, students will: 

1. Know that the Balfour Declaration is a flash point in Israeli history and be 
introduced to terms and key figures (Zionism, Herzl) 

2. Understand how significant Israel’s founding is to the Jewish people 
3. Start to build a picture of the scope of Israeli history 
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Israel/History: Israeli & Zionist History Lesson 2 - Palestinian 
Mandate, David Ben Gurion, and the U.N. Partition Plan (1948) 
 
Introduction 
 
• What was the British Palestinian Mandate?  
• Who did it affect?  
• What role did it play in shaping Israel’s borders?  
 

Overview of the British Palestinian Mandate 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/history-and-overview-of-the-british-palestine-

mandate 
 
In July 1922, the League of Nations entrusted Great Britain with the Mandate for 
Palestine. Recognizing "the historical connection of the Jewish people with 
Palestine," Great Britain was called upon to facilitate the establishment of a Jewish 
national home in Palestine-Eretz Israel (Land of Israel). Shortly afterwards, in 
September 1922, the League of Nations and Great Britain decided that the 
provisions for setting up a Jewish national home would not apply to the area east 
of the Jordan River, which constituted three-fourths of the territory included in the 
Mandate and which eventually became the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
 
The British Mandate authorities granted the Jewish and Arab communities the 
right to run their internal affairs; thus the yishuv (Jewish communities settling in 
the land)  established the Elected Assembly and the National Council. The 
economy expanded, a Hebrew education network was organized and cultural life 
flourished. 
 
The Mandatory government did not succeed in maintaining the letter and spirit of 
the Mandate. Under Arab pressure, it withdrew from its commitment, especially 
with respect to immigration and land acquisition. The White Papers of 1930 and 
1939 restricted immigration and acquisition of land by Jews. Later, immigration 
was limited by the 1930 and 1939 White Papers, and land acquisition by Jews was 
severely restricted by the 1940 Land Transfer Regulations. 
 
After the UN General Assembly adopted the resolution to partition Palestine on 
November 29, 1947, Britain announced the termination of its Mandate over 
Palestine, to take effect on May 15, 1948. On May 14, 1948, the State of Israel was 
proclaimed.  

 
• Have a discussion on the maps below regarding the British Mandate and the U.N. 

Partition Plan 
o What’s the importance of maps?  
o Who creates the borders?  
o What does it say about the people living within and outside of the 

borders?  
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• Take a look at the two maps of the Palestinian Mandate and the U.N. Partition 
Plan  

o What is different?  
o What changed? 
o Who drew these borders?  
o What sticks out in the U.N. Partition Plan map?  

 
Suggested Activities:  
 
• Split into two groups: those in the Yishuv that agree to accept the plan, and those 

that do not 
o Why should the Jews in British Palestine accept or reject the U.N. Partition 

Plan?   
• Use the proposed map to help guide you 
• Watch this quick video on the partition vote: 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/united-nations-general-assembly-
resolution-181/  

• Who is this guy, and why is he so important to the founding of the state of Israel? 
• Quick Video on David Ben Gurion:  

https://unpacked.education/video/david-ben-gurion-israels-first-prime-
minister/ 

• Have students Google image search an image of David Ben Gurion and how they 
feel he is portrayed, then share 

 
Links to Maps 
 
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/Maps/Pages/The%20League%20of%20Nations%2
0Mandate%20for%20Palestine%20-%201920.aspx 
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/Maps/Maps/War-of-Independence.jpg  
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/Maps/Maps/UN-Partition-Plan.jpg  

 

Learning Outcomes: 

At the conclusion of the lesson, students will: 

1. Know that the formation of the modern state of Israel happened over decades 
2. Know several flash points in Israeli history such as the British Palestinian 

Mandate, the U.N. Partition Plan and Israel’s Independence  
3. Understand how significant Israel’s founding is to the Jewish people 
4. Be able to identify Israel on a map 
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Israel/History: Israeli & Zionist History Lesson 3 – The 
Independence War 
 
Review 

• What happened on May 14th, 1948? (Answer: Declaration of independence in Tel 
Aviv)  

• Show this video:  
https://youtu.be/wjysy7ONisA 

• Questions to ask following the video: 
o How many armies/countries invaded or attacked Israel?  

• Show this map to review:  
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/map-of-the-arab-invasion-in-the-1948-
war 
o What happened to the Palestinians during the war?  
o What do they call the war?  

 
Understanding the War from a Personal Narrative 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QoZGMKu_OAocqwN9eTGPyyMHlx1QdyMA/view?us
p=sharing 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-
AamIJQEP94zPpD1d2NQXLSWYdnjDBoFDNmpoey3DE8/edit?usp=sharing 

• Split the class up into seven groups to read the stories from this document 
(above) 

• Each student will read about one of the Israelis 
• Questions they should be thinking about while reading the narrative: 

o Where were they from?  
§ Were they born in Israel or outside of Israel?  
§ If outside of Israel, where did they emigrate from? 

o What did they do during the war? 
o How old were they then?  
o What do they think of Israel now?  

• Once the groups have had time to read each narrative, have the students come 
back together and share about their Israeli 

 

Coach’s Voice: 
 
It’s important to acknowledge that this was a turning point in history for both 
sides. There were losses on both sides.  You need to acknowledge that Palestinian 
Arabs fled their homes (some on their own, and some upon being told to by their 
Arab leaders) as some were expelled by the Jewish Israelis. 



 7 

Wrap-Up 
 

• What was surprising to learn about the Independence War?  
• What questions do you still have?  
 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/map-of-the-arab-invasion-in-the-1948-war 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the conclusion of the lesson, students will: 

1. Know that the formation of the modern state of Israel happened over 
decades   

2. Understand how significant Israel’s founding is to the Jewish people  
3. Have explored first person narratives of Israelis at the time of the war 
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Israel/History: Israeli & Zionist History Lesson 4 - Overview of 
Aliyah 

 
• Prompt: Ask students if they know where their parents, grandparents or great-

grandparents are from 
o If they know, ask them to share where they came from 
o How did they get to the United States?   

• You can create a list of places so students can see various places where the 
students’ families came from 

• Review what was going on in pre-1948 Palestine. 
o Who was migrating there?  

• Remind students that waves of Jewish immigrants had started before the 
establishment of Israel and Jewish immigration to Israel continues to this day 

• There have been many different types/waves of immigration to Israel 
o The class will explore them in groups.   

• Split up the students into the various waves of immigration to research and 
explore as a group 

o They will then have to write a news article or blog explaining the wave 
o They can write the blog as a first-person narrative of that person coming to 

Israel 
o Have them include pictures and answer the questions below 

• Have groups reconvene after their research and writing 
o Groups can present their news articles or blogs to the class 

• Group 1: Aliyah pre-state - the First Aliyah (1882-1903), The Second Aliyah (1904 - 
1914), The Third Aliyah (1919-1923), The Fourth Aliyah (1924-1928), The Fifth Aliyah 
(1929-1939) 

• Group 2: "Illegal" Immigration - Ha'apalah (Aliyah Bet, 1934-1948) 
• Group 3: Operation Magic Carpet - Rescue mission from Yemen  
• Group 4: Immigration to Israel - Operation Ezra & Nehemia, the Airlift of Iraqi Jews 
• Group 5: Operations Moses and Solomon - Ethiopian Experience  
• Group 6: Soviet Jewry immigration to Israel 
• Questions for groups to answer: 

o How many Jews arrived in Israel from this period or mission? 
o Where did they come from? 
o What had they experienced prior to their arrival in Israel? 
o How did the immigrants arrive in Israel? 
o What did they bring with them? 
o Where did they go upon arriving in Israel? 
o What kind of homes were they living in? 
o Where did they go after that? 
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Additional resources and videos if time allows 
 
• Overview video of immigration to Israel post 1948:  

https://youtu.be/BF-y3S6364I 
• Classic example in film of Ma’abarot is the film “Sallah Shabbati” 
• Watch this video about Ethopian experience: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJb5KUNYox4   
• Listen to part of this song with lyrics on Ethopian Experience: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0YlctV5aCs  
• Translation of the song “The Journey to the Land of Israel”: 

 
The moon watches over, on top of the meager food bag that speaks beneath me, 
there is no end to the face, and my mother promises my little brother. A little more, a 
little more, to give up one last effort, before Jerusalem. The moonlight endures, our 
sack of food is lost, the desert is never over, the howls of jackals, and my mother 
soothes my little brother. In a little while, a little more, we will soon be redeemed, we 
will not stop going, to the Land of Israel. And at night robbers attacked, with a knife 
also with a sharp sword in the desert my mother's blood, the moon Adi, and I 
promise my little brother. In a little while, a little more, the dream will come true, we 
will soon reach the land.  
 
Learning Outcomes:  
 
At the conclusion of the lesson, students will: 

1. Have explored the different ways in which Jews came to Israel from pre-state 
to present day  

2. Understand that many Jews who have immigrated to Israel had difficult 
journeys 

3. Have explored how Israel has helped Jews immigrate to Israel  
 

  

Coach’s Voice: 
 
It’s important to remember that some Jews who immigrated to Israel were 
refugees fleeing their homelands (either by force or on their own) following the 
1948 Arab-Israeli/Independence war (Jews of North Africa and the Middle East); 
some were refugees who survived World War II and came from Displaced 
Persons camps; some were from Yemen and North Africa who were placed into 
the refugee camps called Ma’abarot.  Conditions were not great in these camps. 
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Israel/History: Israeli & Zionist History Lesson 5 - The 1967 Six 
Day War 
 

• Review of what happening previously in Israel: 
o What did the map of Israel look like pre-June 4th, 1967? 

• There are many videos that explain the lead-up to the war, and what was 
happening between Israel and its neighbors  

• What lead up to the Six Day War: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqS8BQDjYpw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrRpzzjYu9Y 

• Quick Overview:  
https://youtu.be/-VPNDii43Mc  

• PBS News hour overview from an American reporter who was there: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSuD-1hmMqo 

• NPR - All Things Considered, looking back on the forty-year anniversary of the 
war: https://www.npr.org/2007/06/04/10619929/six-day-war-shaping-the-modern-
middle-east 

• Have students listen to the clip above  
o What was surprising about the outcome?  
o Who was likely to win?  
o What were many expecting after the war?  

Suggested Activity: 

Debate: Should Israel have attacked first?  

• Split up students in half 
o One set of students will be for preemptively attacking Arab neighbors 
o The other will be against the preemptive strike 

• Give both groups fifteen minutes to research and come up with at least three 
points to argue for their side  

• Allow for multiple students to share, by having one student share each point, as 
well as an intro, rebuttal, and conclusion 

https://embassies.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/Maps/Pages/Events%20leading%20to%20t
he%20Six%20Day%20War-%201967.aspx 
 
Additional Resources: 
 
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/Maps/Maps/Israel-after-Six-Day-War.jpg 
https://israeled.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/1949-1967-Armistice-Lines.jpg 
https://israeled.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Israel-and-the-Occupied-Territories-
1967.jpg 
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Supplemental Material: 
 
• Personal narrative of the 1967 war of Israeli Paratroopers capturing the Old City  
• The Israel Story Podcast: Starts at 6 minutes in and goes until 28:48 (there’s an ad 

you can fast forward) but if you have additional time, it's a great story:  
https://www.israelstory.org/episode/the-wall-part-i-operation-hulda/ 

 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the conclusion of the lesson, students will: 
Know that the 1967 Six Day War is a flash point in Israeli history 
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Israel/History: Israeli & Zionist History Lesson 6 - The 1973 Yom 
Kippur War 

 
• What was the feeling in the country after the 1967 Six Day War?  
• Review the map of Before and After 1967 to get a sense of the magnitude of 

territory Israel gained after the Six Day War 
 
Golda Meir, Israel’s first (and so far, only) female Prime Minister 
• Have students do a quick Google search in pairs to find out the following: 

o Who was the Prime Minister for Israel at the time in 1967?  
o What was the Prime Minister's background?  
o Who was she?  
o Where did she come from before moving to Israel?   
o Did you find any type of criticism on her role in the 1973 Yom Kippur War?  

 
Yom Kippur 
• Why did it matter that Israel was attacked on this day, of all days?  
• Did it end up being a disadvantage or advantage to Israel?  
• Watch this video to give an overview of what happened leading up to 1973 Yom 

Kippur War: https://youtu.be/fwWdCNAgB9w  
 
Suggested Activity: 
 
Google Maps 
• Have students start with places they know 
• Have students open Google Maps to their home address 
• Then have students put in directions to another location to see how far places 

that they visit are to get a baseline of distance 
o When in Google maps you can right click, to open a tools menu and then 

click “measure distance” if driving directions don't work 
• How far is their home from their school or synagogue? 
• How about a relative’s or friend’s house who doesn't live in their neighborhood (if 

they don't know the exact address, the town will do), or a place they have 
vacationed, summer camp?  

o Pick one other place that is not in Chicago 
• How far are these places?  
• How far is nine miles from your home address?  

o Where do you end up?  
• Have students open Google Maps and find Israel  
• To see how close in proximity Israel is to its neighbors, have students do a simple 

Tel Aviv to Jerusalem driving directions search 
o Then, Jerusalem to Eilat  
o Tel Aviv to Haifa  
o Metula Israel to Beirut, Lebanon  
o Tzfat to Damascus, Syria  
o Jerusalem to Aman, Jordan  

• Take a look at the Israeli city of Eilat 
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o What two other countries border it?  
• In Jerusalem, Route 60 follows what historical border?  
• What side of the border is the Old City where the Western Wall (the Kotel) is 

located?  
• What side of this border is the Hebrew University? 
• Wrap up with questions: 

o What surprised you? 
o What was further away than you thought? 
o Closer than you thought?  
o How might understanding the map of Israel guide your takeaways from 

the different wars?  
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/Maps/Maps/Yom-Kippur-War-Cease-Fire.jpg 

 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the conclusion of the lesson, students will: 

1. Know that the 1973 Yom Kippur War is a flash point in Israeli history 
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Israel/History: Israeli & Zionist History Lesson 7 - The Oslo 
Accords 
 
Post Yom Kippur War:  
• Play Kahoot or quick game to review Israeli history up to the Yom Kippur War 

o What happens after war?  
o There were significant peace treaties signed with Egypt:   

§ Camp David Accords: https://youtu.be/G6zftP9yJy8  
o Israel gave back the Sinai for peace 
o But there were still many issues, and not lasting peace  

• Watch this video on the 1st Intifada:  
https://youtu.be/G6zftP9yJy8  

• Have students read this summary of the Oslo Accords from the ADL:  
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/glossary-terms/the-oslo-accords-
oslo-proces 

• Important map to share, showing what the land for peace was that they were 
negotiating for: 

http://www.israel.org/MFA/AboutIsrael/Maps/Pages/Israel-PLO-Interim-
Agreements-since-1993.aspx 

• Ask students: 
o What do they think should have happened after the Oslo Accords?  

 
Oslo Accords and Yitzhak Rabin’s Assisination 
• Who was Yitzhak Rabin?  

o Watch this video:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDHYHuGFnao 

• What surprised you about the life of Yitzhak Rabin? 
• If there is time, show one more video on the Oslo Accords: 

https://www.cfr.org/blog/history-lessons-oslo-accords  
• Interesting perspectives from both Israelis and Palestinains: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/world/wp/2018/09/12/feature/a-middle-
east-mirage/ 

 
Think - Pair - Share: 
• Split up students and have them each take on a different person from the article 

above  
• Then, they should answer these questions and share a bit on who they read 

about 
• Questions for article: 

• Who did you read/view? 
• Where did they live at the time?  
• What is something new from their perspective that you learned 

 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the conclusion of the lesson, students will: 

1. Know that the Oslo Accords are a flash point in Israeli history 


