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CANTOR 
RACHEL BROOK

Cantor Rachel Brook is the senior cantor of 
Anshe Emet Synagogue and serves as the first 
female senior cantor in the congregation’s  
150-year history. Previously, Cantor Brook  
served as cantor at Park Avenue Synagogue in 
New York City. 

Cantor Brook’s first solo album, “L’chayim Ul’shalom: 
Songs of Life and Peace” was released in December 

2020. She is a featured soloist on several Park Avenue 
Synagogue albums, most recently on “Havdalah: Live from Jerusalem” and “Be the Light”, which 
was released in the summer of 2021. Cantor Brook has a growing global audience as part of her 
vibrant online presence, and is a proud member of the Shul Sisters: A New Cantorial Trio, together 
with Cantors Rachel Goldman and Laurie Akers.

Cantor Brook believes in creating sacred community through song, education, and building 
meaningful relationships with the people of all ages and abilities who make up a community. She 
served as Music Educator for Youth and Family at B’nai Jeshurun in New York City and is featured, 
along with several of her compositions, on their Young Family album “Bim Bam at BJ.” She was a 
key member of the Editorial Team for the Park Avenue Synagogue Family Siddur Project and  
performed on the accompanying albums. She also helped to develop and conduct the  
synagogue’s popular Shireinu inclusion services for families with special needs. 

Cantor Brook has served as the conductor of Shir Chadash: The Brooklyn Jewish Community 
Chorus and of the Westchester chapter of HaZamir: The International Jewish High School Choir. 
She has been on the faculty of the North American Jewish Choral Festival as Conductor of the 
Youth Choir. She has been a service leader and educator at synagogues throughout the New York 
City area and at the Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem, where she curated and taught the  
Yeshiva’s first course on Building Singing Communities. 

Cantor Brook was recently a featured performer on Live with Carnegie Hall: Be the Light. She has 
sung at Merkin Hall and Jazz at Lincoln Center, performed with the Zamir Chorale, recorded with 
Kirtan Rabbi, and sung opera and concert roles throughout the USA, Italy, and Bulgaria. 

Rachel Brook received her Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance from Indiana University  
Jacobs School of Music and her Master of Music in Vocal Performance and Pedagogy with  
Distinction from Westminster Choir College of Rider University. She was ordained as a Hazzan  
at the H.L. Miller Cantorial School of JTS in May 2016.

Cantor Brook has two children, Lila and Elias, who are her pride and joy as well as frequent  
duet partners.

featuring



ANGEL BLUE

Grammy winning opera singer, Angel Blue, has emerged 
in recent seasons as one of the most important sopranos 
before the public today. She has taken the opera world 
by storm with historic performances as Violetta in Verdi’s 
La Traviata. Despite being told it would never happen, 
Ms. Blue was the first black woman to ever sing the fully 
staged role in Italy at Teatro alla Scala on March 12, 2019. 

On September 23, 2019 she opened the Metropolitan 
Opera’s 2019/2020 season as Bess in a new production of George Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. 
These performances followed her internationally praised French Opera debut and role debut 
as Floria Tosca at the Aix-en-Provence Festival in July of 2019. 

Puccini’s La Boheme has played an especially prominent role in the development of Angel 
Blue’s career. She made her United States operatic debut as Musetta at the Los Angeles  
Opera in 2007 while a member of the company’s Young Artist Program and subsequently 
made her debut at the Teatro alla Scala in Milan in the same role. As Mimi, she has won special 
international acclaim. Ms. Blue first sang the role at the English National Opera in London in 
2014 and has since sung Mimi for her debuts at the Palau de Les Arts in Valencia in 2015, at 
the Vienna State Opera in 2016, and with the Canadian Opera Company in 2019. Mimi was 
also the role of her Metropolitan Opera debut in 2017. In Germany, she has already been 
heard as Mimi at the Semperoper Dresden. Other recent operatic engagements have included 
her debuts as Liu in Turandot at the San Diego Opera in 2018, as Marguerite in Faust at the 
Portland Opera in 2018 and as Bess in Porgy and Bess in Seattle in the same year. She debuted 
in Baden Baden as Elena in Mefistofele in 2016 and sang her first Violetta in La Traviata at the 
Seattle Opera in 2017, a role she also sang in the 2018/19 season for her debut at the Royal 
Opera House, Covent Garden and her return to the Teatro alla Scala. In the 2019/2020 season, 
Ms. Blue made her debut at the Hamburg State Opera as Mimi. She also became the first  
African-American to receive the Beverly Sills Award from the Metropolitan Opera in 2020. 

Angel Blue was raised in California and completed her musical studies at UCLA. She was a 
member of the Young Artists Program at the Los Angeles Opera, after which she moved to 
Europe to begin her international career at the Palau de les Arts in Valencia, Spain in 2009  
and at the Verbier Festival in 2010. She subsequently appeared at the Theater an der Wien  
in The Rape of Lucretia (female chorus) and as Giulietta in Les Contes d’Hoffmann in a  
production created by Oscar-award-winning director William Friedkin.  
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MATTHEW POLENZANI

American tenor Matthew Polenzani is one of the most gifted 
and distinguished lyric tenors of his generation. His elegant 
musicianship, innate sense of style, dramatic commitment, 

and timeless artistry have established his continued presence 
at leading operatic, concert, and recital venues worldwide. 

Matthew Polenzani began the 2022/23 season starring as Giasone in 
Cherubini’s rarely performed masterpiece Medea at the Metropolitan Opera. After his successful 
role debut as Verdi’s titular Don Carlos last season, he performs the role in Italian at Teatro di San 
Carlo and later sings the title role of Massenet’s Werther at Houston Grand Opera. At Staatsoper 
Hamburg, he stars as The Duke of Mantua in Verdi’s Rigoletto and Hoffmann in Offenbach’s Les 
Contes d’Hoffmann. 

Career highlights from previous Metropolitan Opera seasons include the premieres of Bartlett 
Sher’s production of L’Elisir d’Amore, which opened the 2012 season, Sir David McVicar’s  
production of Maria Stuarda (issued on DVD by Erato), as well as McVicar’s new production  
of Donizetti’s Roberto Devereux, which was featured on PBS’ Great Performances at the Met.  
To date, he has starred in more than 300 performances at The Met. 

Matthew Polenzani was the recipient of the 2004 Richard Tucker Award, The Metropolitan  
Opera’s 2008 Beverly Sills Artist Award, and a 2017 Opera News Award. An avid golfer, he  
makes his home in suburban New York with his wife, mezzo-soprano Rosa Maria Pascarella,  
and their three sons. 

CANTOR  
GIDEON ZELERMYER

Cantor Gideon Yechiel Zelermyer is a graduate of the Tel Aviv  
Cantorial Institute where he studied with Naftali Herstik, 
Chief Cantor of the Jerusalem Great Synagogue. Gideon has 
performed around the world as a featured soloist. He and 

the Shaar Hashomayim Synagogue Choir have toured North 
America and the United Kingdom and their series of record-

ings,  
“The Music of Congregation Shaar Hashomayim” has received wide-

spread critical acclaim. Gideon has performed with Kent Nagano and the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra, Boris Brott and the Orchestre classique de Montréal, and is frequently heard singing 
national anthems at Centre Bell and at Fenway Park in Boston. He is the featured soloist on  
Leonard Cohen’s Grammy Award winning song “You Want It Darker.”



BARRY TUCKER

Barry Tucker is a Wealth Advisor and Vice President with  
J.P. Morgan Wealth Management. Barry has more than three 
decades of financial services experience, and is a senior  
team member of The Stewart-Tucker Group. 

Barry received a degree in Commerce and Business from  
New York University. Barry Tucker is a board member of the 

Metropolitan Opera Company. He is also the President of the 
board of directors of the Richard Tucker Music Foundation, a nonprofit 

cultural organization founded in 1975 to honor the artistic legacy of his father, Richard Tucker, 
America’s greatest tenor. The foundation supports talented American opera singers and brings 
opera into the  
community. Barry is also a member of the board of Temple Emanu-El in New York City. 

Barry and his wife live in Manhattan and are proud of their family of two children and five  
grandchildren. 
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CANTOR  
ELIZABETH BERKE

Originally from Rochester, NY, Cantor Berke attended Cornell 
University and received a BA in History with Distinction in 
all Subjects. During that time she spent her Junior year at 
University College London, and attended as much theater as 
her budget allowed. Upon completion of her undergraduate 
degree, Cantor Berke enrolled in the Cantors Institute (now H.L 
Miller Cantorial School) at the Jewish Theological Seminary, which 
included a year in Israel at the precursor to the Conservative Yeshiva, 
Midreshet Yerushalayim. 

In 1994 Cantor Berke completed her Masters in Sacred Music, received her Diploma of Hazzan, 
and graduated from JTS’ Graduate School (now William Davidson school of Education) with a 
Masters in Jewish Education.  Her thesis was an examination of conversion programs across the 
United States, with an emphasis on the inclusion of music and culture. 

She and her husband, Hazzan Steven Berke, are the proud parents of Eden and Aviva.



CHRISTOPHER 
REYNOLDS

American pianist Chris Reynolds has made a name for himself 
as both a soloist and a collaborator. His performances have 
been hailed by Opera News as “exquisite,” and played with 
“jaw-dropping virtuosity.” In addition to being a C.V. Starr 
Doctoral Fellow at The Juilliard School, he recently began 
his third and final season at the Lyric Opera of Chicago as 
ensemble pianist for the Ryan Opera Center where this season he 
serves as assistant conductor for Proximity, a commissioned triptych 
of operas by Caroline Shaw, John Luther Adams, and Daniel Bernard Roumain. 

During the summer of 2016 he joined the faculty of the Internationale Meistersinger Akademie 
in Neumarkt, Germany. His performances there were lauded by critics, including Mittelbayerische 
who described him as “exceptional” and commended his “sparkling energy and sensitive playing,” 
as well as Onetz which described him as “brilliant.”

This October he released his debut album, Past is Prologue with Lexicon Classics, featuring all of his 
own transcriptions of works ranging from Schumann to KPop. 

ROGER PINES

Roger Pines is recognized nationally and internationally as an 
expert in the field of opera, encompassing writing, lecturing, 
broadcasting, adjudicating, and repertoire research/ 
consultation. His voice is familiar to a large radio audience 
from appearances on the Metropolitan Opera broadcasts’ 

“Opera Quiz,” for which he has been a panelist since the 
2005-06 season. 

Roger recently concluded his 26-year-tenure at Lyric Opera of Chicago.  
In addition to serving as dramaturg and editing the company’s house program—for which he also 
wrote a large number of feature articles each season —he was co-host and co-producer of the 
company’s live broadcasts (2010-18); a presenter of lectures and moderator of artist panels, both 
in the opera house and throughout the greater Chicago area; and special lecturer and consultant 
for the Ryan Opera Center, the company’s renowned young-artist program. 

Roger has lectured for such prestigious organizations as the Art Institute of Chicago and the 
Cleveland Orchestra. His lifelong interest in historically important singing has led to lecture  
residencies at the University of Texas at Austin and the American Institute of Musical Studies in 
Graz, Austria.  In 2018 Roger undertook a five-week seminar at Chicago’s Newberry Library, one 
of the most renowned independent research libraries in the world. 
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Turandot  
Lindy Hirschsohn & Chris Coetzee 

Stephen Durchslag 
Sharon & Scott Markman 

Miki & Ami Pissetzky 
Sam & Steve Schwartz-Fenwick 

La Boheme  
Helen & Michael Arkes  

Marissa Cohler & Scott Frazin 
Jacqueline Gilbert  

 Karen & Jay Goodgold
Barbara Gressel & Gary Wigoda 

Elena & Perry Kamel 
Roz Lax  

Jane Lippow
Carol & Ben Mackoff 

Dennis Mayfield
Joan & Avi Porat 

Kimberly & Arnie Rubin
Lynne & Ralph Schatz 
Jan & Alan Schwartz 

Linda Weil & Steven Silk 

Aida  
Deborah & Matthew Brown 

Irene & Brian Caminer 
Elaine & Allen Cizner 

Sonya Frazin 
Diane & Stuart Grauer 
Fraeda & Gary Porton 

Judy & Howard Tullman 
Susan & Michael Weininger  

Kaplan Concert Co-Chairs  
Lindy Hirschsohn & Chris Coetzee   

Sharon & Scott Markman

S p o n s o r s *

* - Sponsors in formation; listing as of 12/1/2022



Dr. arnold h. kaplan z”l  . . . 
was a trauma surgeon in the Korean War and a general surgeon at 
Thorek Hospital and Medical Center for 26 years.  Dr. Kaplan graduated 
from medical school at the University of Illinois in 1949 and did his 
residency at Cook County Hospital. After enlisting in the Army, he spent 
three years treating soldiers hurt in the Korean War. Afterward, Dr. Kaplan 
practiced at several hospitals, including Bethany, before accepting a 
position at Thorek in 1975. Frank Solare, President and Chief Executive 
of Thorek, called Dr. Kaplan a tireless physician who worked seven days 
a week. "He had a mass of patients probably greater than any physician 
that I've met in my life,” Solare said. 

Dr. Kaplan was a prominent member of Anshe Emet Synagogue and 
loved the musical legacy that began with Cantor Moses J. Silverman  
followed by Hazzan Alberto Mizrahi. The Synagogue is very grateful  
for Dr. Kaplan’s devotion and the special legacy which endows  
Senior Cantor Rachel Brook’s position. 
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