
Shabbat Shalom and Welcome!
We welcome you to Anshe Emet Synagogue and hope that 
you enjoy our worship service. If you are a visitor, please  
introduce yourself so we may welcome you and wish you 
Shabbat Shalom. Everyone is invited to join our community 
for Kiddush lunch following services.

Mission Statement 
Anshe Emet Synagogue seeks to encourage involvement 
and create a special sense of belonging. We are committed 
to meeting the religious, educational, social, and cultural 
needs of our members within the framework of the Conservative 
Movement. In keeping with the teachings of Judaism and 
the spirit of Klal Yisrael, we recognize our responsibility to 
serve the Jewish community, the wider community and the 
state of Israel.
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Please proceed to WWW.ANSHEEMET.ORG/LIVESTREAM
to view our services.

Transliteration of the Prayer for the State of Israel:
Avinu sheh-bashamayim, tsur Yisrael v’goalo, bareikh et m’dinat Yisrael 
reishit ts’michat g’ulateinu. Hagein aleha b’evrat chasdekha ufros aleha 
sukat sh’lomekha, ushlach or’kha va’amit’kha l’rasheha sareha v’yoatseha, 
v’tak’neim b’eitsa tovah mil’fanekha.  Chazeik et y’dei m’ginei eretz kodsheinu, 
v’hanchileim Eloheinu y’shua, va’ateret nitsachon t’at’reim.  V’natata shalom 
ba’arets v’simchat olam l’yosh’veha, v’nomar: Amen.
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The Power of the Individual, The Light of Education and The Love of Humanity.
Anshe Emet’s efforts in commemorating MLK are in proud partnership with 
President-Elect Joe Biden’s Day of Service, along with Koleinu (AES’ Racial Justice 
Team) and the City of Chicago’s Together We Heal initiative. 

Click here to learn about these upcoming programs and much more!

Saturday, January 16 at 
9:30AM 
Join us for Shabbat 
morning services as  
Rabbi Siegel leads a 
conversation with  
Anshe Emet members 
Jonathan Eig (acclaimed 
author of Ali: A Life) and 
Tani Prell, (advocate for 
fostering inclusive Jewish 
spaces) concerning the 
story of Dr. King and its 
relevance today.

Thursday, January 21 at 
7PM 
Join us to hear special 
guest, Laurence Bolotin, 
Executive Director of the 
American Jewish Com-
mittee who will give the 
committees report on 
anti-Semitism. This is the 
first session of our 5-part 
series, Stand Up to Hate.

https://www.ansheemet.org/podcastslivestream/livestream/
https://www.ansheemet.org/mlk/


Yahrzeits
We remember those of our Anshe Emet family who are no longer 

with us and whose Yahrzeits we observe this week.
May their memory be for a blessing.
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Parsha Summary
Vaera • He Appeared			 
Exodus 6:2 - 9:35

The Bedside Torah: Wisdom, Visions, and Dream 
Rabbi Bradely Shavit Artson

God summons Moses to demand that Pharaoh free the Israelites, and to estab-
lish a unique relationship: “I will take you to be My people, and I will be your God.” 
Moses objects that he has a speech impediment, so God appoints Aaron to be 
the spokesman. God explains that Pharaoh’s heart will be hardened to demon-
strate the extent of God’s might to the Egyptians. Moses and Aaron appear be-
fore Pharaoh, and cast down Moses’s rod, turning it into a snake. Pharaoh’s ma-
gicians are able to replicate this wonder, although Moses’s snake swallows those 
of Pharaoh. Pharaoh still refuses to listen. The next morning, Aaron and Moses go 
to the banks of the Nile. They strike the water with the rod, and the Nile turns into 
blood, and all the fish in it die. Again, Pharaoh’s magicians seem able to replicate 
this wonder, and Pharaoh refuses to concede.

After seven days, God tells Moses to threaten Pharaoh with a plague of frogs. 
There come to be so many of them that they cover the entire land, and Pha-
raoh asks Moses to pleas with God to remove the frogs. Moses agrees to do so 
in order to show Pharaoh that there is none like the Lord our God. The frogs die, 
yet Pharaoh still refuses to heed God’s will. Aaron holds out his arm, striking the 
dust with his rod, and a plague of lice swarms throughout Egypt. This time, the 
magicians’ attempt to replicate this action fails completely and the magicians 
recognize that this is indeed the finger of God.

Pharaoh still refuses to relent.
Moses threatens a plague of locusts, which devour the crops. Pharaoh sum-

mons Moses and Aaron, permitting the people to leave and sacrifice to God if 
they will but plead with God to remove the insects. Once this is done, however, 
Pharaoh reneges on his agreement to let the Israelites go.

The next day, the plague of pestilence wipes out the Egyptian livestock, while 
the livestock of the Israelites remain healthy. Pharaoh still refuses to free the 
slaves.

Moses and Aaron throw up handfuls of soot, which becomes a fine dust 
throughout Egypt, causing boils on the people and the remaining animals. This 
inflammation is so severe that it strikes the magicians themselves, but Pharaoh’s 
heart remains hard.

Moses announces that the next plague will be hail, and those Egyptians who 
revere God take their slaves and livestock inside. The hail is so heavy, fire flashing 
in its midst, that is wreaks widespread devastation.

There is no hail in Goshen. Pharaoh asks Moses to intervene, but once the hail 
stops, he again refuses to liberate the slaves.



Life Cycle • Support HaZaK • Torah Readings

Help Us Be There For You
Synagogue is a place where you want to feel at home, nourished, nurtured and 
spiritually fulfilled; a place where your soul, heart and head are touched. It is a 
place where you and your children feel a sense of relevance. It is a place where 
you are safe, where you are stimulated, and where you will find a welcoming 
community.    

As part of this commitment, the clergy at Anshe Emet are here to help with 
Simchas and crises in your or your family’s life.  If you know someone who needs 
to speak with a member of our clergy, or if you want to add a name to the Mi 
Sheberach list, please contact Antoinette (Toni) Nuñez at 773-868-5120 or anunez@
ansheemet.org.   Names will be kept on the Mi Sheberach list for two weeks only 
unless otherwise specified.

HaZaK • Mondays at 1pm
HaZaK is an Anshe Emet daytime program for mature adults with active minds. 
Co-taught by our clergy and other community educators, this year HaZaK is  
focusing on Jewish Ethics with the Melton curriculum “Ethics of Jewish Living.” 
Generously funded by Beatrice Mayer, z”l. 

TORAH READING PAGE NUMBERS IN ETZ HAYIM  
 EXODUS Chapters 7-9

1st Aliyah: p. 357, 7:8-7:13
2nd Aliyah: p. 358, 7:14-7:18
3rd Aliyah: p. 359, 7:19-7:25
4th Aliyah: p. 360, 7:26-7:29

5th Aliyah: p. 361, 8:1-8:6 
6th Aliyah: p. 361, 8:7-8:11

7th Aliyah: p. 362, 8:12-8:15

Maftir: p. 367, 9:33-9:35
Haftarah: p. 370, Ezekiel 28:25-29:21

Visit ansheemet.org/livestream to join | Meeting ID: 663 098 957
Contact Cantor Liz Berke for Zoom password 
and more information at eberke@ansheemet.org

Condolences
It is with deep regret we inform you of the recent passing of Shirley Aprison,  
loving wife to the late Morris H. Aprison for 58 years. Proud mother to Barry (Erin) 
and Bob (Mary Kay) and adoring grandmother to Margaret, Nathan, Evan (Jess 
Pollmeier) and Jenny (Tyler Jansky).

The Anshe Emet community extends our deepest sympathies to Barry, Erin,  
Margaret, Nathan and the entire Aprison family at this difficult  time.  May you all 
be comforted among the mourners in Zion and Jerusalem.

Please join us, every fourth Monday of the month, for our online   
support group for adults who have experienced the death of a  
loved one within the past two years. 

On-Line  
Bereavement Group 
Supporting our community  
January 25 • 7:30pm • Via Zoom

Meeting ID: 170 885 666  
Contact Tamar Brooks  
for Zoom Password: tbrooks@ansheemet.org

MONDAY, JANUARY 18 • NO HAZAK (MLK DAY)

WELCOME RABBI JOSH WARSHAWSKY IN PREPARATION 
FOR SHABBAY SHIRA—THE SHABBAT OF SONG 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 AT 7PM
Music as Midrash

Embedded within each text that we sing aloud are stories, 
deep secrets, and intricate connections between Hebrew 
words and themes. The melodies we create and sing are 
intended to help to better express what the words are already 
attempting to say. Leading up to Shabbat Shira, Join Rabbi 
Josh Warshawsky “backstage” as we discuss the stories be-
hind the music, deepen our understanding of the wisdom of 
our tradition, and sing out with a newfound understanding of 
the words we bring into the world.

Click here to learn more and register.

mailto:anunez%40ansheemet.org?subject=
mailto:anunez%40ansheemet.org?subject=
https://www.ansheemet.org/podcasts/livestream/
mailto:eberke%40ansheemet.org?subject=
https://zoom.us/j/170885666?pwd=cEF1VWw1OUNsTkZPK1dPNHpBdW9Idz09
mailto:tbrooks%40ansheemet.org?subject=
https://www.ansheemet.org/events/joshwarshawsky/


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ANSHE EMET?

THE PEN & THE YAD PODCAST
FEATURING RABBI MICHAEL SIEGEL & JONATHAN EIG

Parsha Vaera: 
Standing Up for Justice

Listen at: Ansheemet.org/podcasts

Learn about more programs at www.ansheemet.org/events

HAVDALAH & YOUNG FAMILY HAVDALAH PARTY
SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 • 6PM
Community Havdalah service led by Naomi Weiss-Weil, 
Maxine Handelman and Rabbi Donni Aaron,  
followed by Young Family Havdalah Party.
Click here to join
Meeting ID: 160 211 063 | Password: 144222

LET'S TALK ABOUT THE PROPHETS 
WITH PROFESSOR KEN SEESKIN 
BEGINNING SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 AT 10AM
A six-week class on some of the most fascinating Prophets 
in our arsenal of study. Join Professor Ken Seeskin, Emeritus 
Professor of Philosophy and Emeritus Philip M. and Ethel 
Klutznick Professor of Jewish Civilization, from Northwestern 
University as he examines questions such as Does God  
Experience Emotion? and Why Must God’s Chosen Servant 
Suffer? and much more.

Click here to learn more and register.

TALMUD STUDY WITH RABBI JOEL GOLDSTEIN 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 AT 7PM
Join us as we study the eighth chapter of the Babylonian 
Talmud tractate chullin. This chapter begins with the rules of 
separating milk and meat and how we react when the two are 
mixed together. Additionally, it will bring us to a discussion of 
other rituals around a person’s table. Texts will be provided in 
their original languages with a vocabulary guide and english 
translations for those who would like them. Previous Talmud 
experience is encouraged but not necessary. 

Click here to learn more and register.

COOKING WITH TAHINI 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 AT 7PM
Join us for Cooking with Tahini,  
with special guest, Amy Zitelman,  
author of The Tahini Table.

Purchase The Tahini Table Book
Register for this program here

AES BOOK CLUB: A BACKPACK, A BEAR AND EIGHT 
CRATES OF VODKA BY LEV GOLINKIN 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 AT 7PM
Join us for the next installment of our Anshe Emet Book Club!

Our next book, selected by our facilitators, Ron Hirsen and 
Susan Weininger, is A Backpack, A Bear and Eight Crates of 
Vodka by Lev Golinkin.

Click here to read book description and register.

ROSENWALD: THE REMARKABLE STORY OF A  
JEWISH PARTNERSHIP WITH AFRICAN AMERICAN 
COMMUNITIES — FILM SCREENING AND DISCUSSION  
JANUARY 26 AT 7PM
In the early 1900s, businessman and philanthropist Julius  
Rosenwald uses his considerable wealth to build more than 
5,000 schools to help African-Americans in the South. This 
Program is part of our 5-part series, Stand Up To Hate.

Screening Available: Sunday, January 24 and Monday,  
January 25; Panel Discussion: Tuesday, January 26, 7PM

Panelists include: 
Rabbi Michael Siegel, Sr. Rabbi of Anshe Emet Synagogue 
Pastor Chris Harris, Bright Star Church 
Aviva Kempner, Director of the film, Rosenwald 
Barbara Bowman, Early Childhood Education Advocate 
Peter Ascoli, Grandson of Julius Rosenwald 

Click here to learn more and register.

https://www.ansheemet.org/podcasts/
https://www.ansheemet.org/engage/events/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/160211603?pwd=cjJ3aXBwMjdSSHorOVpqNDNmekJKQT09#success
https://www.ansheemet.org/events/theprophets/
https://www.ansheemet.org/events/talmudstudy/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehh80g3ac82245cb&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqc-uqpj0iGNLHzGuYDf4t4EuY4JANoayH?_x_zm_rtaid=grsGmZaPR3ekobaW54eMOA.1608573539451.e3db79e496ca4363f9a35e96600a6131&_x_zm_rhtaid=956
https://www.ansheemet.org/events/bookclub/
https://www.ansheemet.org/events/rosenwald/

