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Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolicsshadow we
>
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stand tod%y, signed the Emancipa&ion ProcIama\tion“ZThis momentous
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decree came as a great—b%con light-of-hope to mmions of Negro sljves
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who—had-been-se(‘ilred in the flames of withering injustices It came as a
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joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.§
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But one htdndred years later, the Negro stilkis not free. One htﬂfdred
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years later, the life of the Negro is still-sadly-<rippled by the rrllanacles of
>
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segregation and—theche\l_i.ns of discrimination. One huLljdred years later,
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the Negro Ii\ées on a lonely-sland of poverty in the m)dst of a vast-ocean

o
of—materia#—prospﬁrity. One huLn_dred years later, the Negro is still
o

languishing in the cgrners of American-soc-i)ety and-finds-himself-an-exile
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in his own land%So we have ceme here todjy to dramatize a shameful-
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' condiltion.?,



In a sense we have cc&me to our nation’s cgpital to cash a ch?ckg When
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the architects of our—repté‘blic wrote the magnh&icent wc_))rds of the
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ConstitLIJ_t_ion and the Declaration—of—+ndepindence, they-were-signing a
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promissory-note to wh!ch every Amsrican was to fell heiirBThis ngte was

ro. 1 ) °
a promise that all rr?en,cyes, black men as well as white men, would be
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guaranteed the unalienablerights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
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h?ppiness.t
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It is obvious todiy that AmErica has defaulted on this promissory note
L G

insofaJ as her citizens—of—golor are concirned. Instead of honoring this
>

sacred obliggtion, Amirica\has-given the-Negro-people a badcheck, a
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check which has come back marked “insufficient funds.8 But we refuse
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to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refl;se to believe that
L

there are insufficient funds in the grsat vaJuIts of opportunity of this
L



nation. So we have come to cash this check — abcheck that will give us
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upon demand the ric&es of frgedom and the secuCty of justices
\
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The whiLIwinds of revJoIt will continueto«shake the foundations of our
e

nation until the bright day of justice emergesg
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We cannot walk alone.
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As we walk, we must make the plédge that we shall always march
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ahead. We cannot turn backs There are those who are asking the
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devotees of civilrights, ”Wh&n will you be satisfied? We can never be
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satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors
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of police brutility. We can never be satisfied, as long as our bodies,
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heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of
L >



the highways and the hotsls of the citiesy We caLnnot be satisfied as
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long as the Negro’s basic motfility is from a smeller ghetto to a larges
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-one. We can never be satisfied as long as our children are stripped of
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their sc\elfhood and rcl>_t.)bed of their dignity by signs stating “For thites
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Only"s We cannLc_)t be satisfied as long as a N>egro in Mississippi cannot
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vote and a Negro in New York believes-he~has nothing forwhich-to
L

>
e C N - . - .
Vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until
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justice rolls-down-like-waters and righteousness like a-mighty-stream.*
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| say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of
>

today and tomsrrow, | still have a dream. It is a dream deeply+ooted in
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the American dream.?
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| have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the-true
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meaning—of—its—e?eed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all
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men are created equal.?
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| have a dream|that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of
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former slaves and the sons of formerslave-owners will be able to sit
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down-together at the tal)ole of brotherhood%
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| have a drgam that one day even the state of M|55|s°51pp|, a state
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sweltering with the hEat of injustice, sw5ltering with the heat of
L

oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom—and—jt\Jstice.:

(- J/ \
Q e :
| have a dream that my fo>ur little children will one day live in a nation
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where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the
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content of their character.?
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| have a dream today.
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Iigle black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with Iigle
L
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white boys and white girls as;isters and brothersa
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| have a dream today.

e N
| have a dream that one day everyvalley shalkbe-exalted, every hill\and
L

mountain shallbe-made-low, the-rough-places wilkbe-made-plain, and
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the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall
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be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.}
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This will be the day when all of God’s-children will be able to singwith a
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new rﬁeaning, “My country, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee |
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sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride, from

every mountainside, let freedom ring.”
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And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ricﬁg, when we let it
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ring from everyvillage and every-hamlet, from every state and every
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city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children,
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black men and white men, Jews and G‘éntiles, Protestants and
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Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing\in the words of the old
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Negro spiritual, “Free at last! free-atdast! thank-God-Almighty, we are
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free at last!”Q
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